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Daytona Beach Police Depas '?i_ment'
Craig A. Caprl, Chlef of PQIIQQ;

MEMORANDUM
TO: Officer Roger Lawson
FROM: Craig A. Capri, Chief of Police 7%

SUBJECT: Written Reprimand

DATE: September 7, 2020

On August 20, 2020 at approximately 0247 hours you and Officer
Copeland were patrolling in the 500 Block of Model Street. While in the area Officer
Copeland observed two subjects standing on the sidewalk. Officer Copeland continued
to drive past the two subjects, made a U-turn and then stopped his marked patrol vehicle
alongside of them. Officer Copeland engaged subject, Damien Briggs, in a brief
conversation, asking him if he was staying out of trouble and if he lived in the area.
Upon Mr. Briggs not answering Officer Copeland’s questions with logical answers,
Officer Copeland exited the marked patrol vehicle, approached Mr. Briggs telling him
“‘you’re under arrest, place your hands behind you back”. When Mr. Briggs refused,
because he didn't know what was happening, a struggle ensued in which Officer
Copeland took Mr. Briggs to the ground and placed him under arrest. During the
struggle, Mr. Briggs swung his arm and made contact with your facial area. Mr. Briggs
was then transported to Valor before going out to the branch jail and charged with
Resisting Arrest with Violence.

In Officer Copeland’'s report, Officer Copeland states that he was
conducting a Loitering and Prowling investigation. However, at no time was Mr. Briggs
read his Miranda warnings, which is a vital part of the Loitering & Prowling Florida State
Statute. Furthermore, Mr. Briggs never concealed himself, ran from officers nor was he
given the opportunity, under proper conditions, to dispel the officers’ alarm.

Based upon this, | find you in violation of the following Department Standards
Directive(s):

Departmental Standards Directive 632.7, Incident Reports, Incident
Report Procedures: “It shall be the responsibility of the officer completing the report to
ensure that a thorough and comprehensive investigation is completed and that the
incident report/affidavit contains all of the necessary information. The officer shall also
be responsible for the overall accuracy of the information and to ensure that the report is
submitted neatly and free of errors.”

Departmental Standards Directive 600.19, Arrest Procedures,
Constitutional Requirements: “To protect the constitutional rights of persons involved
in criminal investigations, officers will adhere to the following guidelines:+ Officers will
ensure they meet constitutional requirements when questioning a person suspected of
criminal involvement.”



Written Reprimand
Page 2
September 4, 2020

You are hereby reprimanded in writing for violation of the above listed
Departmental Standards Directive.

You are further warned that future violations of this nature will result in
progressively more severe disciplinary action.

Be guided accordingly.

CAC/am
100.2020.9384

Personnel File: Officer R. Lawson



DAYTONA BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT
EMPLOYEE INCIDENT FORM

Date: August 25, 2020

Name of Employee(s):
Officer Roger Lawson

Supervisor:

Lieutenant R. Ousterman¢ 42—

Reason(s) Be Specific:

Directive 632.7 Incident Report Procedures
Directive 600.19 Constitutional Requirements

Narrative:

On 08/20/2020 at approximately 0247 hours Officer's Lawson and Copeland were
patrolling in the 500 Bik. of Model St. While in the area Officer Copeland observed two
subjects standing on the sidewalk. Officer Copeland continued to drive past the two
subjects, made a U-turn and then stopped his marked patrol vehicle along side them.
Officer Copeland engaged subject Damien Briggs in a brief conversation asking him if he
was staying out of trouble and if he lived in the area. Upon Mr. Briggs not answering
Officer Copeland's questions with logical answers, Officer Copeland exited the marked
patrol vehicle, approached Mr. Briggs telling him "you're under arrest, place your hands
behind your back". When Mr. Briggs refused, because he didn't know what was happening,
a struggle ensued in which Officer Copeland took Mr. Briggs to the ground and placed him
under arrest. During the struggle, Mr. Briggs swung his arm and made contact with Officer
Lawson's facial area. Mr. Briggs was then transported to Valor before going out to the
branch jail and charged with Resisting Arrest with Violence.

In Officer Copeland's report, Officer Copeland stats that he was conducting a Loitering &
Prowling investigation. However, at no time was Mr. Briggs read his Miranda warnings,
which is a vital part of the Loitering & Prowling Florida State Statute.

Employee Response:

I have read the foregoing and have been counseled in regard to this matter. I understand that my
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I have counseled the employee concerning this matter and recommend the following:
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